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A Regular Meeting of the Sylvan Lake City Council was held on Wednesday, February 20, 2019 
opening at 7:30 p.m.  Mayor Lorenz presided over the Pledge of Allegiance.  
 
     Present:   Clarke, Lorenz, Zubrzycki, Cassar 
     Absent:   Salemi 
     Also Present: City Manager Martin, Clerk Dryden and Attorney Schultz 
 
 
APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
 
 Moved by Clarke, seconded Cassar, to approve the City Council Agenda for February 20, 
2019, as submitted. 
 
 Yes:  All 
 No:  None      MOTION CARRIED 
 
 
APPROVAL OF CONSENT AGENDA 
 
 Moved by Zubrzycki, seconded Clarke, to approve the following items on the consent agenda 
as submitted. 
 

A. January 16, 2019, Regular Meeting and Closed Session Minutes; and January 29, 2019 
Study Session  

B. Disbursement Report, Payroll check #’s 12032-12037, DD3455-3479, EFT1319-1326; 
and A/P check #’s 50339-50375, EFT 1872-1875, 1877-1887, ACH 1876, 1888-1892; 
TOTALING: $267,207.60. 

C. Acceptance of Public Works, Police and City Attorney Reports for January 2019.  
  
 Yes: All 
 No:  None 
        MOTION CARRIED 
 
          
COMMITTEE REPORTS    

      
Patrick Runk, Parks and Rec Committee, announced Game Night was last night.  He thanked the 
Mayor for suggesting it.  There were 20-25 people who attended and everyone had a good time.  
April 13th is the Easter Egg Hunt and May 18th is the annual Sylvan Shuffle.  He invited everyone to 
come and enjoy the events.  
 
 
BRIEF PUBLIC COMMENTS FOR ITEMS NOT ON THE AGENDA  
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Mayor Lorenz opened the meeting to the public.   
 
Helen Jane Peters shared the Garden Club is holding an evening event April 18th with Tim Travis 
from Goldner Walsh.  She also shared City Hall is 90 years old.  The Sylvan Lake City Hall, built in 
1929, was designed by architect Charles Fisher, who also designed and built Whitfield School.  He 
also designed and lived at 1480 Oakwood.   
 
Peters recognized the passing of Eric Wiegand.  Eric was the back bone of the Sylvan Lake Home 
and Garden Tour.  He sold ads for the books and designed the book covers too.  He helped design the 
Wayside signs.  It was Eric’s idea to redo the outer building to match the Community Center with a 
new roof and siding.  He helped design the City Hall and Community Center signs.  He chose the 
pictures here at the Community Center and helped to get Mark Woods to frame them.  Eric was a 
wonderful friend and neighbor and will be missed.   
 
Peters acknowledged another sad incident.  One of the Wayside signs on the trail by City Hall was 
defaced.  Peters has contacted the gentleman who did the signs to get this one fixed.  
 
Michigan Week Breakfast is May 10th.  This event honors residents who have volunteered.  She 
asked everyone to submit their nominations to her. 
 
March 5, 2019, is the next Planning Commission meeting when they will discuss the Whitfield 
property again.   
 
Peters shared Mayor Lorenz, along with West Bloomfield Twp., Orchard Lake and Keego Harbor 
will participate in the first State of the Communities, at Abbott Middle School, March 11th.  Tickets 
must be purchased in advance with limited seating.  It will also be recorded and shown on Civic 
Center TV 15.   
 
Mayor Lorenz thanked Helen Jane Peters for all she does for the community. 
 
Eric Maike expressed his concerns with the lines with dock spaces.  He has had to move his dock 
before.  If he put is dock and boat in first, he is usually good, but if he is last then it is a tight squeeze.  
He has worked with Martin and the dock committee in the past.  He is not sure what the solution is, 
but would like it addressed and he is willing to help.   
          
 
CITY MANAGER COMMENTS  
 
Martin reminded everyone boat dock applications are due by 4:00 p.m. March 1 - no exceptions.  If 
you miss the March 1 deadline you lose your space.  You have 14 more days to pay a reinstatement 
fee and the original dock fee to get your space back.  All paperwork must be completed too.   
 
Patrick already mentioned Game Night with Parks and Rec.  He thanked the Parks and Rec for all the 
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work they do. 
 
The March Board of Review will be meeting March 11 and 12 at the Community Center. Property 
owners should have received your assessment notice today.  If you disagree with the assessment - 
either taxable or assessed value you can appeal it.  Call the number on the notice to set an 
appointment.   
 
Martin met with representatives from GFL to talk about recycling.  The conversation was about how 
much it is costing to recycle, how easily recycling becomes contaminated, what is and is not 
recyclable, etc.  In his mind, the main theme of the conversation was, “when in doubt, throw it out.”  
What is interesting is it only takes a couple people to contaminate a whole bunch of clean recycling 
Poor recycling habits, issues with recycling facilities and additional cost will result in us having to 
pay a little bit more for recycling.  Martin will be forwarding information to City Council shortly.  
We have a few links that we are going to send out in newsbytes to help explain this. 
 
The City’s website is going to need a little revamping.  There are a few ADA compliance issues we 
need to address, we need to make the website more secure and a little redesigning.  Municipalities 
have been sued because their website wasn’t ADA compliant.  He is not exactly sure what all is 
involved in making them compliant, but does know there are things like allowing the font to be 
larger, greater contrasting colors, allowing sound, etc. and stuff like that.    
        
Martin usually doesn’t mention people that have passed away in the city but he, like Helen Jane, feels 
the need to mention that we lost another good one.  Eric Wiegand was a great guy - on Planning 
Commission, City Council, instrumental in the Home and Garden Tour, helped with the design of the 
signs in front of City Hall and the Community Center, the outbuilding opposite the front door here at 
the Community Center and many other things. He really had Sylvan Lake and its beauty at heart. He 
will be missed. 
 
Martin shared we have an excellent relationship with Orchard Lake and Keego Harbor.  He meets 
with their Chiefs at least a couple times a week.  He is very grateful for their expertise, leadership and 
friendship.  Yesterday he met Jered Ottenwess, Keego’s new City Manager.  He looks forward to 
working with him.  On that same note, Dennise has been helping them with their books for the past 
couple weeks.  With Linda gone so suddenly with illness, there was no time to train new employees.  
We are happy that Dennise has been able to spend time helping them adjust and get back on track.  
Then we expect she’ll spend a little time helping train if they would like her to. 
 
Today was the last day to pay your water and sewer bills without penalty and February 28 is the last 
day you can pay your taxes at City Hall.  After that you need to pay them at the County. 
 
The big buzz in the City is the conversation about multi-family, apartments specifically, being 
proposed for the vacant Whitfield school site.  Planning Commission held a Public Hearing a couple 
weeks ago to hear public comment on a proposed ordinance amendment to allow multi-family to be 
considered in a planned unit development, with restrictions and requirements.  There were about 55 
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people in attendance.  The meeting was very civil.  The Planner outlined the amendment, why it was 
needed, and explained the Master Plan.  Residents shared their ideas, concerns and feelings. Our 
Planner also explained the zoning amendment process, the PUD process and she addressed the 
density questions and concerns.  Martin didn’t share his opinion, but did say that there are a lot of 
opinions out there and that’s great.  People should feel they can share their opinions freely without 
judgement or ridicule.  However, if people are speaking factually and the facts are incorrect, it is 
important to make sure the correct information is out.   With all of that in mind, the Planning 
Consultants went back with a lot of new information to sort through.  The next Planning Commission 
meeting will be March 5 and they will continue their discussion on the ordinance amendment. Martin 
noted, Planning Commission is a recommending body.  Planning Commission can recommend that 
City Council approve, deny, or approve with changes the proposed zoning amendment.  City Council 
then has the authority to approve, deny, or approve with changes, the proposed ordinance 
amendment.    Martin emphasized this step is to approve an ordinance amendment that will even 
allow multi-family in a Planned Unit development, and that includes condominiums.  Then the 
developer must submit a Planned Unit Development application, plan, etc. to the Planning 
Commission for review.  Right now, Planning Commission doesn’t have a plan to review.  They have 
seen a conceptual drawing, and that’s not the same thing.  If people have specific questions about the 
proposed amendment or process, Martin asked them to please let him know.     
 
 
CITY COUNCIL COMMENTS 
 
Zubrzycki thanked Parks & Rec for Game Night. He hopes to attend the next one.   He thanked Helen 
Jane Peters for her update and agreed Eric Wiegand will be missed. 
 
Clarke expressed the Game Night was a great event.  He looks forward to the State of the 
Communities event.  He also thanked Helen Jane for her history on Sylvan Lake.  Clarke thanked the 
Planning Commission for their efforts.  He shared he is a business owner on Orchard Lake Road and 
it is not easy to run a successful business.  He does online sales which helps with his sales.  With a 
big vacancy like the Whitfield property, we really need to consider what should go there and it is an 
important first step and we need to keep an open mind.   
 
Cassar thanked Helen Jane Peters for the history lesson and kind words on Eric.   
 
Lorenz thanked Parks & Rec for Game Night and apologized for not being there as it is his tennis 
night.  He agreed Eric Wiegand will be missed.  Lorenz shared his feelings on the PUD. He has 
looked at how can we improve the economic growth of the community, what are the positives of 
multi-family and what is the economic impact.  He stated it is an honor to be on City Council and 
Planning Commission.  He is confident that City Council and Planning Commission members are 
listening and trying to make decisions which will make a positive effect on Sylvan Lake to come. 
 
 
 



City of Sylvan Lake 
Regular City Council Meeting 

February 20, 2019 
 

5 
 

ACTION ITEMS     
  
a. Sunshine Week Resolution  R2-001-19 RT-001-19 

 
 Moved by Zubrzycki, seconded Clark, to adopt the resolution supporting sunshine week. 
 Yes:   Lorenz, Zubrzycki, Cassar, Clarke 
 No:   None 
        RESOLUTION ADOPTED 
 
 
b.  Proposed Water Rate Resolution  A2-001-19 

           
Martin provided a brief presentation on the proposed water and sewer rates.  There were no questions 
from the audience.   
 
Zubrzycki asked if the $40,000 for main break repairs is included in this forecast.  Martin agreed it is.  
Sewer increase County plan on an increase around $30,000.   
 
Lorenz let everyone know to purchase an irrigation meter if they are sprinkling.  You are only billed 
for water usage, no sewage.   
 
Cassar shared a community nearby is increasing their bill with the ready to serve fee at $1,000 per 
household.   
 
Scott Baumgartner appreciates all the services and is grateful to live here.  He asked if this increase 
includes improvements so not so many main breaks happen.  He referenced the Master Plan stating 
there is a need for sewer improvements.  Martin responded, since the Master Plan was written 11 
years ago the city has done a lot of work including cured in place pipe, replaced sewer and replaced 
water mains.  The city is just completing an asset management plan, general plan and capital 
improvement plan for the water department.  It has also been done for the sewer department.  This 
budget includes putting money away so the city can improve larger portions at a time.   
 
Lorenz asked to confirm that the water and sewer funds stand on their own.  They are funded through 
the rates they set and money in these funds can’t be used for anything other water/sewer items.  
Martin stated he is correct and added the revenue from water and sewer can only be used for water 
and sewer.  If the city doesn’t get enough money to cover the expenses the State gets after us.  It has 
happened twice since he has been here.   
 
 Moved by Cassar, seconded Clarke, to approve the water rate resolution increasing the 
quarterly base fee and usage fee as presented. 
 

Yes:  Zubrzycki, Cassar, Clarke, Lorenz 
 No:   None 
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        RESOLUTION ADOPTED 
 
 
c. Proposed Sewer Rate Resolution  A2-002-19 

 
Moved by Cassar, seconded Zubrzycki, to approve the sewer rate resolution increasing the 

quarterly base fees and usage fee as presented. 
 
Yes:  Cassar, Clarke, Lorenz, Zubrzycki 
No:   None 
        RESOLUTION ADOPTED 

 
  
d.  Zoning Ordinance Amendment No. 340 – Maximum Lot Coverage  B-001-19 
 
Martin explained the change and stated the Planning Commission unanimously recommended 
approval of the proposed amendment.   
 
 Moved by Clarke, seconded Cassar, to adopt Ordinance 340, amending section 78-297 to 
allow 35% maximum lot coverage by all buildings in single-family residential districts. 
 
 Yes:  Clarke, Lorenz, Zubrzycki, Cassar, 
 No:   None 
        ORDINANCE ADOPTED 
 
 

e. Adjourn to Closed Session to Discuss Confidential Communication from Legal Counsel 
 

Moved by Zubrzycki, seconded Clarke, to adjourn to executive session to discuss confidential 
communications with legal counsel and the Must ZBA Appeal.   
 

 Yes:  Lorenz, Zubrzycki, Cassar, Clarke 
 No:   None 
        MOTION CARRIED 
  
The meeting adjourned to closed session at 8:37 p.m. 
 
At 8:50 p.m. City Council reconvened the regular City Council meeting.   
 
 Moved by Cassar, seconded Zubrzycki, to direct the City Attorney to proceed as discussed in 
closed session. 
 
 Yes:  Zubrzycki, Cassar, Clarke, Lorenz 
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 No:   None 
        MOTION CARRIED 
           
 
NON-ACTION ITEMS 
        

a. Security for Ferndale Park, Restroom and Boat Launch 
b. Seawall – Replacing Sections on Ferndale 

 
   
 
 ADJOURNMENT 
 
  Moved by Zubrzycki, seconded Clarke, to adjourn the regular City Council Meeting. 
 
 Yes:  All 
 No:   None 

  MOTION CARRIED 
 
The meeting adjourned at 8:51 p.m. 
 
 
                                                                                          
       Dennise Dryden, City Clerk 


